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Revisited: Debating the Islamic Contribution to an Epochal Change in the
History of Christianization," Medieval Worlds 3(2016), 17; A. Christys, "From
gihad to diwan in two providential Histories of Hispania/al-Andalus,” in: M.
di Branco and K. Wolf (eds.), Guerra Santa e Congiste islamiche nel
Mediterraneo (VII-XI secolo), Roma 2017, 88.
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Abstract

The Andalusian poet Yahya b. al-Hakam al-Bakri al-Jayyant,
known as al-Ghazal (156-250 AH), was well-versed in the poetry
and Arabic. With this characteristic, he was able to complete his
diplomatic mission to the court of the Magiis King in the north of
Europe in the year 230 AH .

One who looks at his biography discovers at first glance that he
was trusted by the Umayyad Amir ‘Abd al-Rahman II (206-238
AH/822-852 AD) in Andalusia, which qualified him to be a special
ambassador for him to Constantinople, at the time of Emperor
Theophilus (829-842 AD), the second emperor of the Amorite
dynasty, to strengthen relations between Andalusia and Byzantium
in the face of the Abbasid Caliphate at the time of al-Ma’mun and
al-Mu’tasim, which formed a common enemy to both. His success
in the embassy came to Constantinople in the year 225 AH/839-840
AD, and what took place there to assigning him a next embassy to
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Cardoso, Diplomacy and oriental influence in the court of Cordoba, 77; Allen,
The Poet and the Spae-Wife, 37-42.
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the country of the Magiis in the north of Europe in 230 AH/844
AD.

The narrations that have reached us reflect how Yahya al-
Ghazal was admired with the beauty of Queen Nud, the wife of the
King of the Magiis; so that his kind words and captivating poetry to
Nud continued. Because his verses were attractive, the Queen
offered him a female maidservant, so that he could approve of them
whatever he wanted. However, he refused and reasoned that his
love for the beauty of Nod surpassed every slave-maid. She became
fond of him and gave him abundantly, whenever he goes to her
palace or leaves.

This paper highlights not only the ingenuity of Yahya al-
Ghazal in diplomacy to achieve the purposes of Amir ‘Abdul
Rahman Il by completing the relations with neighboring countries,
whether with the Kingdom of Denmark in the north or with the
Byzantine Empire in the east. But also, on what Yahya al-Ghazal
had of the sweetness of the tongue, the cleverness of the phrase,
and the accuracy of its meanings, and his use of flirtation as a
diplomatic means to achieve his goals.
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