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Sixth to Eleventh The Legal Status of Slaves in Byzantium from the
A Study in the Steady and the Variable of their Status within Centuries:
the Legal Framework
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The aim of this paper is to study the legal status of the legal status of

Slaves in Byzantine Empire from the sixth to the eleventh centuries to
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identify the steady and variable in the legal texts. In an attempt to answer
a number of questions: What Are the definitions and terms used to refer to
slaves in the legislations from one era to another during the period of
study? What are the grounds for this change? Was the terminological
change associated with a change in view of slaves in Byzantine society?
Has their legal status changed in various legal issues? What are the reasons
of this change, whether social or political? What is church’s stance
regarding legal and actual status of slaves?

The research discusses several issues, foremost of which is
manumission and its various forms in successive legislations, different
models of its actual practice and the relationship between slaves and their
masters; in addition to the Church’s stance on imposing penalties on slaves
when they commit crimes. The research also addresses how some slaves
resorted to monasteries to became monks and occupy clerical positions.

The research traces the changes in the legal status of slaves in
personal status laws that dealt with marriage, the phenomenon of illegal
relations between slaves and free men, as well as inheritance and
testimony, in addition to penal laws for various crimes, litigation
procedures and aspects of discrimination between slaves and free men.
Keyword: Roman law, Slavery, Imperial legislation, Ecolga, Procheiros
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Ch. H. Monro, 2 vols, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1904-1909); The
Institutes of Justinian, Eng. trans, T. C. Sandras, (Chicago: Callaghan & Company, 1876);
Justinian, Corpus Juris Civilis, vol,3, Novellae, trans. F..H. Blume, ed. R. Schoell and
G. Kroll, (Brelin: Weidmann, 1959).
ks s s alie 2810 e a8 (Lt Cihaaatial s daa 5 i
The Novels of Justinian a Complete Annotated Eng. trans. D. Miller, ed. P. Sarris, 2 vols
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2018); The Ecloga of Leo Il and Constantine
V, trans. E. H. Freshfield, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1927); The
Procheiros Nomos, a Manuel of Eastern Roman Law, trans. E. H. Freshfield, (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1928); Basilicorum libri Lx,vol.1(1-XII),vol.2 (XV- XVIII)
ed.C.E.Z.Lingenthal,vol.3(XIX-XXXVIII), vol.4(XXXIX-XLVIII), ed. G. E. Heimbach,
(Leipzig: 1843-1846). See. also, Herman Jan Scheltema, "Byzantine Law," CMH, 1V, Pt.
2 (1967): 55-77; Léon le sage, Le livre du préfet, ou I"édit de I"'émpereur Léon le sage sur
les corporations de Constantinople, trad. J. Nicole, (Geneve: Georg, 1894); Léon VI, Le
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novelles de Léon VI le sage, éd.et trad. P. Noailles& A. Dain, (Paris: Les Belles Lettres,
1944); Leo VI, The Taktika, trans. George T. Dennis, (Washington: D.C, 2010); See also,
Nicholas Oikonomides, "The Peira of Eustathios Rhomaios: an Abortive Attempt to
Innovate in Byzantine Law," FM 7 (1986): 169-92, repr.in Idem, Byzantium from the
Ninth Century to the Fourth Crusade, (Aldershot: Hampshire, 1992).
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Theophanes Continuatus, loannes Cameniata, Symeon Magist Georgius Monachus
Continuatus, ed. I. Bekker, (CSHB, Bonn: 1838), 179; John Skylitzes, A Synopsis of
Byzantine History 811-1057, trans. J. Wortley, J.C. Cheynet and B. Flusin (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2010), 260. note.55; See. also, Rotman, Byzantine Slavery,
82-87, 187.
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Skylitzes, A Synopsis of Byzantine History, 260.note.55.
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Theophanes Continuatus,.318; Skylitzes, A Synopsis of Byzantine History, 123,124,154;
See also. Steven. Runciman, "The Widow Danielis," in Etudes dédiées & la mémoire
d’André M. Andréades, éd. K. Varvaressos (Athens: 1940): 425-430; lllas. Anagnostakis,
"The episode of Danielis,” in Everyday life at Byzantium (Athens: 1989): 375-390; Ihor

Sevéenko,"Re-reading Constantine Porphyrogenitus" in Byzantine Diplomacy, ed. J.
Shepard and S. Franklin (Variorum: Aldershot, 1992): 167- 195.
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Constantine Porphyrogenitus, De administrando imperio, ed. Gyula Moravcsik, trans. 28
R. H. Jenkins (Washington, D.C: Dumbarton Oaks, CFHB 1,1967), 8,28-30; See also,
Rotman, Byzantine Slavery,92,103,188.

Nov. Just.XXIl.8,12; E. XVII ,42; Les Novelles des empereurs?
macédoniens.Concernant la terre et les Stratitotes.éd. N. Svoronos et G. Gounaridis,
(Athens: Centre de recherches byzantines, 1994), nov. 3, 8; See. also. Rotman, Byzantine
Slavery,82,85-87,88,183.
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