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During the Abbasid era, the Zanj revolution took place under the 

leadership of the Shiite leader Ali bin Muhammad between the years 

(869-883 AD), and Professor Dr. Mustafa Demirji spoke about this 

revolution in a book called "Black Anger: The Zanj Revolution in the 

Islamic World in the Middle Ages (869-883 AD)" . 

This study is considered one of the most important works on this 

subject, both in terms of the author's methodology or in terms of his 

presentation and perspective of this revolution. 

This study was prepared based on basic sources and many modern 

references that enriched this study. The place and geography of this 

revolution, its causes and its spread were presented, as well as the 

methods used to suppress this revolution were discussed in this book, and 

many issues were discussed from an academic perspective in this book. 

Such as the short-term and long-term effects of the damage caused by 

this revolution and their chronological order. 

The Zanj revolution was originally a revolution for the whites and 

not for the black slaves. It was carried out by Ali bin Muhammad (d. 883 

AD), who is attributed to the descendants of Ali bin Abi Talib. 

This revolution began in the farms and swamps of Basra and its 

environs in the year 869 AD at the hands of black slaves who were 

working under difficult conditions, and then it grew and spread in a short 

time. 

Al-Muwaffaq Billah (843-891 AD), the brother of the Abbasid 

caliph Al-Mutamid Al-Ali Allah (843-892 AD) was assigned to eliminate 

this revolution, and he succeeded in putting it down after a long and 

arduous struggle, and this revolution ended with the death of its leader, 

Ali bin Muhammad in 883 AD. 
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