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Banditry in Carolingian Laws Between the 8th and 10th
centuries AD: Analytical study

Dr. Khaled Abdel-Badie Radwan Mahmoud
Faculty of Arts, Sohag University, Egypt
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Abstract:

This study examines the image of banditry in Carolingian laws, as
well as in councils and church texts. The study attempts to address the
obvious shortcomings in these texts, which were dry and did not clarify
the factors for the emergence of banditry as a social phenomenon, so it
traced the scattered fragments in the historical, hagiographical, and
literary writings, trying to weave a consistent picture of thieves and
bandits; their thefts, their hiding places, and their aggression.

Keywords: Banditry, Carolingian laws, Church, Forest, Violence.
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McKitterick, Charlemagne, pp. 329- 330 1u3ally 1438 429 -427

-70-



pasal lg Gamdt of il o3 zl) oo OlSs - Dioleg) elagdis Gans Wa e Lo
B ol ISy couSu gal bl daxd 3 olee ((edlaall Lalal) opE) &
u}u.\ﬂ.\ «Brittany tuyns Normandy Laleyss cus «dall dalgadly Hilas) on Lladg
) ) JilE e 1SS (lh Sl e b slialy (el Ll 0

sy Cigme by Al Qb a0 @il Gl e LIS o Al Sl L
Ly oot (A Al e Claiiie ge OIS ey @l o (gou ¢Sl agalidl aguall)
il i) sale claalss 285 .02k Liks 1) €y dia e s A sl s of g
oudll Chiass oo Aly) (A 0st Cpawdll s Ge ek Lewes dadly)Sl) a5kl
Slo Uil bamy et s lelie < sl ol (2722 @) Leudwinus esidad
i Meinrad of Einsiedeln b 3l Al g 3y5 LS @) gy o U s
@m‘;mm;tside‘w‘;ug‘ua}mmwoeﬂ@i‘;ce%lzuud:é
ol o ol e I Y Uy Cigess -ONLdall 55 8my bl e
Hlgigalsa Jamg daailg lsl) Ciilgl) b duagaall) a8l

Uap o gy Alsall 58 ae buSe p dee (e daagalll Sl of Jlas Y
Ol age 8 diadicy 458 ol aly Ao KU Al G ad s ligial) Jandsig ¢l
Goall b bl (hlaa¥ls cagl s 4t (B deas OIS Wl 13 o e
Gl Glelyally GEED Eoaally Al Yl dslall 5l clelyay
ColS el Sy 6 A Galiie ey all 5 cAallal) ducUay) deshuidlly

Geary, Patrick, Furta Sacra: Thefts of Relics in the Central Middle Ages, Princeton, 1

New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1978, p. 45- 47; idem, Living with the Dead in
the Middle Ages, Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press, 1994, pp. 188- 189.
Geary, Furta Sacra, pp. 45, 49- 52; idem, Living with the Dead, pp. 212- 213. 2

See details in: Pahlavan, Farzaneh, Les conduites agressives, Paris: Armand Colin, 3
il B Aaslons Aunglls Aaaleatily duelain) oy cadinall Ciiad) - Cland ciesn <2002, p. 106
AN g g d dsenra eyl P.\);} Lol Lay 86 (<2014 <ol cciiall dinglg€e s caenl
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See: Ex Miraculis St. Liutwini, in: MGH SS, XV: 2, no. 32, p. 1268. 4

Vita St. Meginrat, ed. O. Holder-Egger, MGH SS, XV: 1, pp. 447- 448; Herimanni 5

Augiensis Chronicon, MGHSS, V, p. 105; Annales Marbacenses 759- 862 ad, in:
Rerum Germanicarum medii aevi XVII, MGH XVII, p. 151; Bernoldi Chronicon, in:
Rerum Germanicarum medii aevi V, MGH VII, p. 420.
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See: Ganshof, Frangois, "The Last Period of Charlemagne’s Reign: A Study in 1
Decomposition”, in: The Carolingians and the Frankish Monarchy, London:
Longman, 1971, pp. 240- 250; De Jong, Mayke, "The Empire that was always
Decaying: The Carolingians (800- 888)", Medieval Worlds 2 (2015), pp. 6- 25. DOI
10.1553/medievalworlds_no2_ 2015s6.

Pippini regis Capitulare, in: Capitularia Regum Francorum I, MGH 1I: 1, c. 4, p. 32; 2
Pippini Capitulare, Rerum Germanicarum medii aevi I, MGH IlI, c. 4, p. 31.

Pippini Capitulare: Concilium Vernense, in: MGH 1I: I, c. 22, p. 37; Concilium 3
Vernense, in: Rerum Germanicarum medii I, MGH Il1, c. 22, p. 27.

Admonitio generalis, in: Capitularia Regum Francorum I, MGH II: |, c. 75, p. 60. Also: 4
Fried, Johannes, Charlemagne, trans. P. Lewis, Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard
University Press, 2016, pp. 265- 266.

Capitulare missorum geneiale, in: Capitularia Regum Francorum I, MGH 1I: 1, ¢. 5, 27, 5
pp. 91- 96.
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Karoli Magni et Pippini filii, Capitulare Mantuanum 781 ad, in: Capitularia regum 1
Francorum 1, MGH II: 1, c. 10, p. 191; Karoli Magni: Capitulare missiorum
aquitanorum 789 ad, MGH 1, c. 12- 13, pp. 15, 65; Pippini Capitularia, 802 ad, in:
Rerum Germanicarum medii aevi I, MGH Ill, c. 13, p. 104; Capitula cum primis
constituta 808 ad, in: Ibid, c. 2, p. 139; Capitulare missiorum 808 ad, in: Ibid, c. 8, p.
140; Capitulare Noviomagense duplex 808 ad, in: lbid, c. 2, p. 152; Capitulare
Aquisgranense, in: Ibid, c. 8, p. 154.

Karoli Magni: Capitula per Episcopos et Comites, MGH 1, c. 5, p. 141; Pippini 2
Capitulare Italicum 801- 810 ad, in: Capitularia regum Francorum I, MGH IlI: 1, c. 13,

p. 210. Cf. Karoli Magni: Capitulare Mantuanum, MGH IIl, 1, ¢. 10, p. 41; Karoli
Magni: Capitulare Aquisgranense 805 ad, MGH III: I, c¢. 5, p. 130; Leges
Langobardorum: Liber Papiensis, in: MGH IV, no. 67, p. 500.

Karoli Magni: Capitulare de latronibus, MGH 111, c. 2- 3, p. 129. 3

Hludowici I. Capitularia, in: Rerum Germanicarum medii aevi I, MGH Ill, c. 12, p. 4

217; Hludowici: Capitulare missorum, in: Capitularia regum Francorum 1, MGH II: 1,
c. 12, p. 290.

Hlothari et Karoli conventus, in: MGH |, p. 422. 5
Capitulare missorum Attiniacense, in: Capitularia regum Francorum Il, MGH IlI: I, c. 6
1, p. 277. Cf. Benedicti Capitularia, in: Rerum Germanicarum medii aevi Il: I, MGH,
IV, lib. 1, c. 241, p. 59.

Pippini Italiae regis capitulare, in: MGH Il, c. 10, p. 193. 7

-73-



inn (@il A b o Glgial) s ) lssee sl S o Gl Ganshof
Mgl ) Joas

B b bl 28] iy amube coghly .3l D e oLl ST 5,
a1 g oaly ) (b Gl B3 4793 A o) e tall s (paguall
8802 Aiw an iy JPlagal 15lS ¢ WS sle Pepin The Hunchback
)l e il Ajlany ) Lo ol dea geall

Lajball) Guledll Y ans a s cOlabla e sy oS5 ol alaey) dugie o bl
oalll o elad tanyn (385 baelaai alll sy iy Cligial A0S lgde Cuas
Sl 5 5y DRI S ses 8 Rt b 4l iy cde (i e gl v G
dplie Glsie (i WS Ol 4 U8 Lo clgidas 4779 ale duadl ciligiall o3a
3360 b ler Usanas 530 ugial) a3a il O papeall Bbaall Ji€ i i e o
o2 o e (7832 diw Ll Gugd o ol agupe b el ¢l Cunily S
il gy Al Ll Gl eVl mes B caall Sk 8 Load eyl cplgdl
Bl ually ¢ gulsaa

Aoyl dllledll oy cuils Ay S0 il of LU ganll 13 la) cSasg

gy b Ll coey gl can cpl o clil Lo labla sl i S

Ganshof, Frankish Institutions Under Charlemagne, Rhode Island: Brown University 1

Press, 1968, pp. 74- 76; idem, "The Impact of Charlemagne on the Institutions of the
Frankish Realm", Speculum 40/1 (Jan., 1965), p. 5.

Reuter, The Insecurity of Travel in the Early and High Middle Ages, p. 48. 2
Capitulare Baiwaricum, Capitularia regum Francorum I, MGH II: 1, c. 5, 6, pp. 158- 3
159.

Leges Langobardorum, MGH 1V, pp. 364, 494 (no. 43), 503 (no. 84). 4
Capitulare Francicum, Capitularia regum Francorum I, MGH 1, no. 23. p. 39; Karoli 5
Magni: Leges Langobardorum et communis, MGH 1, no. 23, p. 51; Capitulare Karoli
Magni 779 ad, MGH 11, I, no. 12, p. 38.

Riché, Pierre, Daily Life in the World of Charlemagne, Pennsylvania: University of 6
Pennsylvania Press, 1978, p. 252.

Hlotharii I. Capitularia, in: Rerum Germanicarum medii I, MGH Il11, c. 11, p. 363. 7
Leges Langobardorum, Capitularia regum Francorum |, MGH II, p. 364; Ibid, Liber 8
Papiensis Liutp., no. 110, p. 455.
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See: Smith, Julia, Europe after Rome: A New Cultural History (500- 1000), Oxford: 1

Oxford University Press, 2006, pp. 100- 101; Rollason, David, Early Medieval Europe
300-1050: The Birth of Western Society, Oxford; New York: Routledge, 2014, pp. 47-
48.

Liber Papiensis P|pp|n| MGH 1V, c. 8, p. 517 2

s kil RETN G 4& AP ?S; LAS ol Gregory of Tours sl gy S5 3
Glory of the Martyrs, trans. Raymond Van Dam, Liverpool: Liverpool University
Press, 72, p. 68.

Capitulare Baiwaricum, Capitularia R. Francorum I, MGH I1: 1, c. 5, 6, 158- 159. 4
Leges Burgundionum- Liber Constitutionum, in: Leges Nationum Germanicarum, Il: 1, 5

MGH 1, no. 47, pp. 77- 78, et, Leges Burgundionum- Lex Romana, in: Ibid, tit. 24, p.
146.

Dudo of Saint-Quentin, History of the Normans, trans. E. Christiansen, Woodbridge: 6
The Boydell Press, 1998, I, 32.

Capitulare Karoli M. de latronibus. 804- 813, in: Capitularia regum Francorum I, MGH 7
I1: 1, c. 2, p. 180.
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Capitulare missorum in Theodonis villa datum. 805, Ibid, c. 21, p. 125; Formulae 1
Turonenses, in: Formulae Merowingici et Karolini Aevi, MGH 5, no. 28, p. 151.

La justice dans le royaume d’ltalie de la fin du VIlle siecle au début du Xle siecle, 2
Rome: Ecole frangaise de Rome, 1995, p. 48.

Capitulare Haristallense. 779, Capitularia regum Francorum I, MGH II: 1, c. 11, 23, 3
pp. 49, 51. Also: Ganshof, Frankish Institutions under Charlemagne, pp. 94- 95; idem,
The Impact of Charlemagne on the Institutions, p. 54.

Karoli Magni: Leges Langobardorum et communis, in: MGH 1, c¢. 9, pp. 37, 48; Leges 4
Saxonum, in: MGH V, c. 24, pp. 43- 44; A Capitulatio de Partibus Saxoniae, in: Leges
Saxonum et Lex Thuringorum, in: Fontes luris Germanici Antiqui, ed. Von Schwerin,

C. 24, pp. 41- 42; Capitula quae de partibus Saxoniae constituta sunt, in: Rerum
Germanicarum medii aevi I, MGH, I11, c. 24, p. 49.

Karoli Magni: Capitula quae addita sunt ad legum Langobardorum MGH 1ll: I, ¢. 4,7, 5

p. 84; Capitulare Italicum 801, Capitularia regum Francorum I, MGH I, c. 2, p. 205.
Cf. Lex romana raetica curiensis 770 ad, lib. IX, in: MGH V: V, p. 375.

Capitulare Aquisgranense 809 ad, in: Capitularia regum Francorum nova series MGH, 6

I, c. 57, p. 356; Leges Langobardorum: Liber Papiensis Pippini, in: MGH 1V: IV, no.
41 (1), p. 521.
Liber Papiensis Pippini, no. 41, p. 521. 7
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See: Leges Langobardorum: Liber Papiensis, in: MGH 1V, no. 9, pp. 485- 486. 1
Leges Langobardorum: Liber Papiensis Ludovici, in: MGH 1V, 1V, no. 45, p. 538; 2

Capitularia Spuria: Benidicti Capitularium additio IV, in: Rerum Germanicarum medii
aevi Il, MGH, IV: 1l, no. 128, p. 155.
Hludowici et Hlotharii Capitularia, in: Ansegisi Capitularium Libri Ill, MGH, I1I: I, c. 3

23, p. 303; Ansegisi Capitularium Libri 111, in: Capitularia regum Francorum I, MGH
I1: 1, no. 23, p. 428.

Karoli Il: Capitularia Rerum Franciae occidentalis, in: Capitularia regum Francorum 4
I, MGH, Il, c. 4, p. 272.
Capitulare Carisiacense, in: Capitularia regum Francorum I, MGH 11, c. 3, p. 344. 5
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Hludowici et Hlotharii Capitularia, Libri 111, no. 49, 50, p. 306, et Ansegisi 1

Capitularium Libri 111, no. 49, 50, p. 431. Cf. Leges Langobardorum: Liber Papiensis
Pippini, no. 41 (1), p. 521.
Karoli Il. Capitularia, 853 ad, in: Rerum Germanicarum I, MGH, 1lI, c. 5, p. 424.

Ibid, c. 4, p. 424; Liber Papiensis Pippini, no. 41 (3), p. 521.

Appendix ad Hrabanum, in: Epistolae Karolini aevi, 111, MGH, V, no. 5, p. 518.
See: Servati Lupi Epistulae, ed. P. Marshall, Leipzig, 1984, no. 104, pp. 101- 102.
Capitulare Papiense, in: Capitularia regum Francorum, MGH 1I: I, c. 3, p. 86.
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Slatta, Bandits and Rural Social History, p. 147; Coyle, The Outlaws ..., p. 57. 1
Riche, Daily Life in the World of Charlemagne, p. 252; Goalwin, Bandits, Militants, 2

and Martyrs, p. 454; Reuter, The Insecurity of Travel in the Early and High Middle
Ages, p. 50.

Webb, Pilgrims and Pilgrimage in the Medieval West, p. 14. 3
Concilium Cabilonensis, in: Concilia aevi Karolini, MGH lIl, c. 45, pp. 282- 283. 4
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Concilium Triburiense, in: Capitularia regqum Francorum, MGH I, cap. 31, p. 231. 1
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P. Geary, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1991, pp. 383- 385.
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Fichtenau, Living in the Tenth Century, pp. 387- 390. See: Rosé, Isabelle, "Tenth- 1
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Abbey of Cluny in the Middle Ages, Leiden; Boston: Brill, 2022, pp. 11- 33.
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Voir: Histoire de I'église de Reims, trad. M. Lejeune, Reims, 1854, vol. 2, lib. 1V: 29, p.3
541.

See: Vita Burchardi Episcopi, in: Rerum Germanicarum medii aevi VI, MGH VI, p. 4
835, and English translation in: https:// sourcebooks. fordham. edu/ source/ 1025
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Widukind of Corvey, Deeds of The Saxons, trans. B. Bachrach & D. Bachrach, Catholic5
University of America Press, 2014, 2: 36, p. 95. Cf. Gesta Episcoporum
Cameracensium, in: Rerum Germanicarum medii aevi VII, MGH IX, lib. 1, p. 450;
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Reuter, The Insecurity of Travel in the Early and High Middle Ages, p. 69. 6
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