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Abstract:

English-French Military Intervention in the Portuguese Throne
Crisis, 1383-1385 AD

Dr. Hwayda Sayyed Ali
Faculty of Arts, Helwan University, Egypt
hoydasaid2@gmail.com

The crisis (1383-1385) over who would take the throne of Portugal,
seemed like a civil war, but in reality it was only a stage in the Hundred Years'
War between the two great powers at the time, England and France. Each of
them had interests in the Iberian Peninsula. This became apparent during the
struggle for the throne of Castile (1350-1369), and then they had a great
influence on the course of events in the war between Castile and Portugal
(1369-1382). France was on the side of Castile and its king, Henry Il (1369-
1379), while England supported Ferdinand (1367-1383), king of Portugal. But
before his death, Ferdinand concluded a treaty with the King of Castile, John |
(1379-1390), and one of the conditions of that treaty was that he would marry
Ferdinand's only daughter. Therefore, after Ferdinand's death, John | insisted
that he was more deserving of the throne of Castile, and France supported him
in his demand.

On the other hand, the Portuguese had another opinion, as Jodo,
Ferdinand's half-brother, appeared defending Portugal and the capital, Lisbon,
from the Castilian attack led by John I, which had the greatest impact on the
Portuguese standing behind him. His alliance with England also enabled him to
benefit from the English military experience in confronting the Castilian-French
forces, and he was able to defeat the King of Castile in three consecutive battles,
the most famous of which was the Battle of Aljubarrota in 1385 AD, which was
a copy of the Battle of Crecy in 1346 AD. The crisis ended with Jodo assuming
the throne of Portugal with a Portuguese-English military victory over the
Castilian-French army.

Keywords: Fernando I, Joao I, Portugal, Aljabarrota.
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