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         Law played an important role in the Byzantine Empire, as it issued 

many laws, rules and regulations that helped organize and manage 

society and achieve justice in disputes. These laws related to many 

aspects of social, economic, and political life, regulating relations 

between individuals, the government, the church, and other institutions. 

Byzantine law went through several stages of revision and amendment 

until the innovations of Emperor Leo VI  
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        The emperor was the head of the legislative authority and the head 

of the judicial body in Byzantium. He was the one who enacted the laws 

and appointed the judges. Hence the importance of the position of judge. 

This study aims to shed light on the judicial body in the Byzantine 

Empire, and its status in the laws of Emperor Leo VI. With an 

explanation of the reasons for issuing this legislation and its position on 

previous legislation. 
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εηείκμο δζαβκχζεζ ή απείνβεζεαζ ή πεναίκεζκ ηήκ δζμίηδζζκ”.

                                                           
1
 6411

699696
2
 Leo VI, Les novelles, no. LXXXIV, 282- 285.                                                                



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ςπμυοκ 

 

οομουσδ 

 

  

 

                                                           
1
 Constantine Porphyrogenitus, Historia de Vita et Rebus Gestis Basilii Inclyti 

Imperatoris, in: Theophanes Continuatus, Chronographia, V, ed. I. Bekker, CSHB, 

(Bonn 1838), 321; Skylitzès, J., Empereurs de Constantinople, trad. B. Flusin, (Paris 

2003), 134. See also: Vryonis, S., Byzantium: It’s Internal History and Relations with 

Muslim World, Collected Studies, (London 1971), 161-162;                                              

 

0994

683

0990081 
2
 Ostrogorsky, G., “Agrarian Conditions in the Byzantine Empire in the Middle Ages”, 

CEHE I, (The Agrarian Life of Middle Ages), ed. J. H. Clapham and E. Power, 

(Cambridge 1941), 200, 204; Vryonis, S., Byzantium, 162- 163.                                       



 

 

pronoia

 

 

 

691

                                                           
1
 Niyogi, R., Gender, Politics, and Rhetoric in Byzantium 1025-1081, Ph.D. diss., the 

Faculty of the Division of the Social Sciences, the University of Chicago, (2005), 60-61; 

Ostrogorsky, “Agrarian Conditions”, 204- 205;                                                                   

684

6439 



 

 

“δίηδκ απυ βε ημτ κτκ ηχκ ημζμφηςκ ανπυκηςκ ακηί ηδξ δδιμζίμο ηθμπδξ 

απαζημοιέκςκ ηήκ έηπηςζζκ ηδξ ανπδξ ηαί ηήκ είξ ηυ δζπθάζζμκ 

ακηέηηζζζκ χκ οθείθμκημ ηαί ηχκ επί ημφης ημζκςκδζάκηςκ, εοπυνςκ 

ιέκ υκηςκ πνυξ ηήκ αοηήκ οπαβμιέκςκ γδιίακ, απυνςκ δέ ιάζηζλζκ 

αζηζγμιέκςκ ηαί αηίις ημονεία ηαί θοβασξ οπενμνίμζξ” 

841

 

                                                           
1
 Leo VI, Les novelles, no. CV, 342-347.                                                                            

2
 Cod, Theod., IX. 28.1; The Code of Justinian and its Value, trans. F. H. Blume, ed. T. 

Kearly, (Paper Presented at the Riccobono Society of Roman Law, May 1938), not 

published in print but available at https://uwacadweb.uwyo.edu/blume&justinian/code-

and-value.asp, 9. 28.1.                                                                                                         
3
 Cod. Theod., 1.16.7-8.                                                                                                      

4
 864

https://uwacadweb.uwyo.edu/blume&justinian/code-and-value.asp
https://uwacadweb.uwyo.edu/blume&justinian/code-and-value.asp


 

 Conclusion 

 

 

 Bibliography  

 

 Ahrweiler, H., “Recherches sur l’administration de l’empire byzantine 

aux IX
e
- XI

e
 siècle”, BCH 84 (1960). 

 Bury, J. B., The Imperial Administrative System in the Ninth Century 

(London 1911). 

  , History of The Later Roman Empire, vol. 1, 

(London 1923).

 Chitwood, Z., Byzantine Legal Culture and the Roman Legal 

Tradition, 867- 1056, (Cambridge 2017).

 Constantine Porphyrogenitus, Historia de Vita et Rebus Gestis Basilii 

Inclyti Imperatoris, in: Theophanes Continuatus, Chronographia, V, 

ed. I. Bekker, CSHB, (Bonn 1838). 

 , The Book of Ceremonies, , trans. A. Moffatt, and T. 

Maxeme, with the Greek Edition of the Corpus Scriptorum Historiae 

Byzantinae, (Bonn 1829).

 Elliot Nolan, Oiling the Wheels of Justice, The Role of the Quaestor in 

Late Roman Law, A thesis submitted in partial fulfilment for the 

degree of Bachelor of Arts, (Sydney). 

 Fögen, M. Th., “Digest (Πακδέηηαζ)”, ODB, 1. 

 Garland, L., Byzantine Empresses Women and Power in Byzantium 

AD527- 1204, (London 1999). 

 Grubbs, J. E, “Marriage in Antiquity: A Law of Constantine and Its 

Social Context”, The Journal of Roman Studies 79 (1989).



 

 Haldon, J. F., “The Byzantine Empire”, in The Dynamics of Ancient 

Empires State Power from Assyria to Byzantium, ed. I. Morris, and W. 

Scheidel, (Oxford 2009).                                       

 Harries, J., “The Roman Imperial Quaestor from Constantine to 

Theodosius II”, The Journal of Roman Studies 78 (1988).

 , Law and Empire in Late Antiquity, (Cambridge 

1999).  

 Hatzaki, M., “The Good, the Bad and the Ugly”, Blackwell 

Companions to the Ancient World, Acompanion to Byzantium, ed. L. 

James, (Oxford 2010). 

 Honoré, T., Law in the Crisis of Empire, 379-455 AD: The 

Theodosian Dynasty and Its Quaestors with a Palingenesia of Laws of 

the Dynasty, (Oxford 1998). 

 Justinian, The Digest, trans. Ch. H. Monaro, (Cambridge 1904).   

 , The Institutes, trans. Th. C. Sandars, (London 

1853). 

  , Les novelle de l’empereur Justinien, 2 vols., trad. 

M. Berenger, (Metz 1840).  
 Kaldellis, Anthony, The New Roman Empire, A History of Byzantium, 

(Oxford 2024).

  Louth, Andrew, “Justinian and His Legacy”, in The Cambridge 

History of Empire 500- 1492, ed. Jonathan Shepard, (Cambridge 

2008). 

 La vie de S. Philarète, ed. et trad. M. H. Fourmy, and M. Leroy, 

(1934).  
 Leo VI, Les novelles des Leon VI le Sage, ed. Noailles, P., and Dain, 

A., (Paris 1944). 
 

 Les listes des préséance byzantines des IX
e
-X

e
 siècles, trad. et com. N. 

Oikonomides, (Paris 1972).  

 Muhammad, Tarek. M., “The Civil Byzantine Functions and Titles as 

Know by the Arabs in the Middle Byzantine Period”, Proceedings of 

the International Symposium Byzantium and The Arab World 

Encounter of Civilizations, (Thessaloniki, 16- 18 December 2011). 

 Niyogi, R., Gender, Politices, and Rhetoric in Byzantium 1025-1081, 

Ph.D. Dissertation, The Faculty of the Division of the Social Sciences, 

the University of Chicago, (2005). 

 Oikonomides, N., Commentaire, Les listes des préséance byzantines 

des IX
e
-X

e
 siècles (Paris 1972).  



 

 Ostrogorsky, G., “Agrarian Conditions in the Byzantine Empire in the 

Middle Ages”, CEHE I, (The Agrarian Life of Middle Ages), ed. J. H. 

Clapham and E. Power, (Cambridge 1941). 

 , History of Byzantine State, trans., J. Hussey, 

(Oxford 1969).

 Penna, D., and Meijering, R., A Sourcebook on Byzantine Law, 

Illustrating Byzantine Law through the Sources, (Leiden, Boston 

2022). 

 Pohlsander, A. H., The Emperor Constantine, (New York 1996). 

 Ringrose, K., The Perfect Servant, Eunuchs and the Social 

Construction of Gender in Byzantium, (Chicago 2003). 

 Schmink, A., “Codex of Theodosianus”, ODB, 1.  
 Shepard, Jonathan, “Equilibrium to Expansion 886-1025”, in the 

Cambridge History of the Byzantine Empire C. 500- 1492, ed. 

Jonathan Shepard, (Cambridge 2008).
 

 Skylitzès, J., Empereurs de Constantinople, trad. B. Flusin, (Paris 

2003), 134.  

 Troianos, Spyros, “Byzantine Canon Law to 1100”, in The History of 

Byzantine and Eastern Canon Law to 1500, ed. Kenneth Pennington, 

(Washington 2012). 

 The Code of Justinian and its Value, trans F. H. Blume, ed. T. Kearly, 

(Paper Presented at the Riccobono Society of Roman Law, May 

1938), not published in print but available at 

https://uwacadweb.uwyo.edu/blume&justinian/code-and-value.asp,

 The Theodosian Codes and Novels and the Sirmondian Constitutions, 

trans. C. Pharr, CJR 1, (New York 1951),  

 Theophanes, The Chronicle of Theophanes Confessor Byzantine and 

Near Eastern History AD 284- 814, trans. C. Mango, and R. Scott, 

(Oxford 1997).  

 Traité de Philothée, dans: Les listes des présénce byzantines des IX
e
-

X
e
 siècles, trad. et com.  N. Oikonomides (Paris 1972).  

 Vasiliev, A. A., History of the Byzantine Empire:  Constantine to the 

Crusades, vol. 1, (Madison 1952). 

 Vryonis, S., Byzantium: It’s Internal History and Relations with 

Muslim World, Collected Studies, (London 1971).  

 Zosimus, Historia Nova: The Decline of Rome, vol. II, trans. James J. 

Buchanan and Harold T. Davis, (Texas 1967).  

 

https://uwacadweb.uwyo.edu/blume&justinian/code-and-value.asp


 

 2246822

6

6432 

 8994606334 

 819416

6441 

 

6439 

 889

6091

0961

 

0990

 

646412

 

331460

0961 

 

0961

 

Codex Justinunus  6020964

 66411



 

 

0961 

 

 

 

6443 

 

10992 

 

0994 

 ------------------- 

0961                    

 

6411

 69416091

0961 

 

6444 

 

6443 



 

 -------------------

0991

 


