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Abstract:

The Sons of Kilij Arslan | and the Question of the Throne of the
Seljuks of Rum Sultanate (550-503 AH / 1107-1109 AD)

Asmaa Muhammad Mostafa
Faculty of Arts, Ain Shams University, Egypt

asmaa.mohamed@art.asu.edu.eg

This study constitutes a critical examination of the Seljuk
Sultanate of Rum during the sixth Hijri century (twelfth century AD),
aiming to illuminate a particularly obscure period in its history. It focuses
on the interval between the assassination of Sultan Kilij Arslan I in 500
AH (1107 AD) and the ascension of his son, Meliksah, to the throne of
Konya in 503 AH (1109 AD). The researcher benefited from a seminal
work in this field by Turkish scholar Muharrem Kesik, published in 2002
under the title "Sultan 1. Kili¢ Arslan'dan Sonra Tiirkiye Sel¢uklu Tahtina

Kim Gegti 7', XIV. Tirk Tarth Kongresi, Ankara 2002, pp. 305-312—

translated as "Who Succeeded the First Sultan Kilij Arslan on the Turkish
Seljuk  Throne?"—which remains the only study of its Kind,
supplemented by a wealth of Arabic, Syriac, and other historical sources
pertinent to the period.

The investigation is systematically divided into four segments:
the first scrutinizes the concluding phase of Sultan Kilij Arslan I’s reign;
the second investigates the origins and progeny of his son, Veygats; the
third analyzes the political context of the Seljuk Sultanate of Rum on the
eve of Kilij Arslan’s demise; and the fourth evaluates the distribution of
power among his sons shortly before his death.

Keywords: Sultan Kilij Arslan I, Sultan Mas'ud I, the city of Konya, the
Seljuk Sultanate of Rum.
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