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The Mediterranean has always been and still is a place where East 

and West meet and fight. It was once the centre of ancient civilisations 

that surrounded its shores, despite the differences between them. The 

Romans even called it "mare nostrum", i.e. "our sea". The ancient 

Persians tried really hard to reach the Mediterranean, and they became 

the most powerful eastern force there. This is exactly what happened 

during the time of the Sassanids, who were eventually pushed back by 

Emperor Heraclius (610-641 CE), far from the Mediterranean. This 

struggle is written about in the Holy Qur'an in the first verses of Surat al-

Rūm. 

When Islam arrived in the seventh century, it helped to make the 

Arabs into a strong nation. They had regular armies that were just as 

strong as the Byzantines. This meant that the Byzantine Emperor couldn't 

push them back into the desert, as he had done with the Persians. The 

secret was Islam, which brought the Arab tribes together and united them 

under the belief in one God. The leaders of the Prophet Muhammad 

(PBUH) and his Rightly-Guided Caliphs were very strict about spreading 

monotheism (the belief in one God) to other nations. They wanted to help 

those nations that might not have known about monotheism or whose 

beliefs had gone wrong. 

It was Abū Bakr al-Siddīq (632-634 CE) who was the first to take 

the initiative to spread Islam outside the Arabian Peninsula, after the 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) had sent messages to the kings and princes 

living nearby, inviting them to embrace Islam. The Islamic conquests 

continued during the Umayyad dynasty, particularly during the reign of 

Muʽawiyah ibn Abī Sufyān (661-680 CE). He began raiding by land and 

sea, fighting the Byzantines here and there. In just a few decades, the 

Islamic state grew to reach the western Mediterranean. The Umayyads 

even started fighting the Franks in the West, after they had beaten the 

Spanish and the Visigoths. They set up another Islamic state in 

Andalusia, which was a model for the West in science, art, and literature. 

mailto:tarekmansour@art.asu.edu.eg


- 353 - 
 

 By the seventh and eighth centuries, Muslims were the most 

powerful nation in the Mediterranean, fighting with the Byzantines and 

others. This changed the balance of power in the Mediterranean, with the 

Romans and the Muslims becoming the two main powers. They became 

like two stars twinkling in the sky, as Patriarch Nicholas Mestikos said to 

the Muslim emir of Crete. 

At the end of the eleventh century, the Franks moved towards the 

Eastern Mediterranean to invade the Syrian and Palestinian lands. They 

hid behind the cross and waged a war against the Muslims of the Levant, 

in the name of Christ, to free the tomb of Christ from the hands of the 

non-believers, who they claimed were stopping pilgrims from visiting 

and disrespecting the Holy Sepulchre. They had come to kill, steal, weak 

and kill innocent people. They wanted to create feudal Crusader emirates 

in the Eastern Mediterranean. This was because the Abbasid Caliphate 

was weak, and the Fatimid state could not stop them from taking over the 

Levant. This led to the loss of Jerusalem to the Muslims, and the 

Crusaders became a force opposing the Muslims in the Eastern 

Mediterranean. This was the start of the Islamic jihād against the 

Crusaders, which continued until the Crusaders were completely defeated 

and expelled from Syrian lands by the Mamluk sultans. But they were 

still a threat, and were represented by the Knights Templar and 

Hospitallers, who set up base in Cyprus to launch their barbaric attacks. 

The Mamluk sultans had just finished getting rid of the Frankish 

invaders in the Islamic lands when the Turkish-Ottoman forces started to 

expand into the Islamic-Arab lands of the Eastern Mediterranean. They 

accused the Mamluk Sultan Qansuh al-Ghawrī (1501-1516 CE) of 

communicating with Shah Ismail I (1502-1524 CE) and conspiring 

against Sultan Selim I (1512-1518 CE). There were new conflicts 

between the Mamluk and Ottoman rulers, especially during the rule of 

Sultan Qansuh al-Ghawrī and Sultan Tumān Bāy. This conflict ended 

with the Ottoman Sultan Selim I taking over Syria and Egypt in 1516-

1517 AD, after the Egyptian army was beaten at the battle of Ridāniyyah. 

The Egyptian army was betrayed, just as Sultan Qansuh al-Ghawri's 

army had been, and this is why the Egyptian army was defeated at the 

battle of Marj Dābiq in 1516 AD. 

In this book, the author accurately and engagingly describes 

international conflicts in the Eastern Mediterranean. These were between 

the Mamluks and the Crusaders on one side, and the Mamluks and the 

Ottomans on the other. 

This book uses a range of important historical sources to provide 

solid research at a scholarly level, which establishes the roots of the 

conflict in the Eastern Mediterranean. Turkey sees itself as the new 
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version of the Ottoman Empire and wants to make its former glory again. 

The Ottoman Empire was built on the ruins of the lands and peoples it 

conquered. 

By reading the book, you can see how the power of different 

countries in the Mediterranean changed, especially at the end of the 

Middle Ages. This was the time when European countries started to feel 

more proud of their own countries, and when the Renaissance (a time 

when people started to think differently about art, literature and science) 

happened in Europe. It was also when national languages started to be 

used in each European country. Western countries started to create their 

own political borders. This led to conflicts and wars, which ended in the 

Hundred Years' War between France and England. 

In this book, the author accurately and engagingly describes 

international conflicts in the Eastern Mediterranean. These were between 

the Mamluks and the Crusaders on one side, and the Mamluks and the 

Ottomans on the other. 

This book uses a range of important historical sources to provide 

solid research at a scholarly level, which establishes the roots of the 

conflict in the Eastern Mediterranean. Turkey sees itself as the successor 

to the Ottoman Empire and wants to make its former glory again. The 

Ottoman Empire was built on the ruins of the lands and peoples it 

conquered. 

This period also saw the growth of Ottoman-Turkish power as it 

expanded from Anatolia in the east to the Balkans in the west. This 

happened after Sultan Muhammad the Conqueror captured 

Constantinople in 1453 AD and made it the capital of his sultanate. 

After this, the Turkish-Ottoman forces attacked the countries and 

kingdoms of Eastern Europe. They took over one country after another, 

making them part of the Ottoman Empire. The Ottoman forces finally 

reached the gates of Vienna on 12 September 1683. They suffered one 

defeat after another and gradually moved back towards the East. 

Notably, the Ottomans directed their armies to take over European 

lands as well as Arab lands and the Two Holy Mosques, which were 

controlled by the Mamluks of Egypt and Syria. 

The author says her goals in this book are to: 

 Explain the main reasons for what was happening in the Eastern 

Mediterranean from the late 13th century to the early 16th century. 

 Find out about the political and economic links between the 

countries that were at war with each other during this time. 
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 Show that the Eastern Mediterranean region has always been a 

place where many countries have fought each other, and that this 

continues to happen today. 

 Find out what happened as a result of the conflict in the Eastern 

Mediterranean and how this affected the countries involved. 

 Keep an eye on how important the countries of the Eastern 

Mediterranean are, in terms of geography, the economy, and 

politics. 

 Keep an eye on the big changes in the areas where the Islamic and 

Christian worlds are at odds with each other. 

 Look at how the economy affects relations, both peaceful and 

military, between the countries that are fighting. 


